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Northwest of Storm Lake

4/28/16

Past Weeks Rainfall 1.5 to 3.5 inches

Soil Moisture Saturated to Flooded

Temperature Cold for late April

Crop Progress Corn planting is on hold with all the rain

Corn Soybeans

Crop Stage  30% planted Crop Stage  None Planted

Yield Potential Average Yield Potential Average

Corn Market Soybean Market

Current Prices 3.47 Current Prices 9.50

Fall Prices 3.49 Fall Prices 9.46

Past Weeks Trend Steady Past Weeks Trend Higher
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Comments:
Little planting progress has happened since my last update 10 days ago.  NW Iowa received more than 3 inches
of rain since then, on ground that was already nearly saturated.  Most creeks and rivers are now flooded.
 Temperatures have fallen below average in the past 10 days, which is not helping the corn that was planted.
There will be two different groups of corn this season early planted and late planted without much in-between. It’s
too early to tell which group will have the advantage.

Wet cool weather can cause a verity of problems beyond delayed planning:

• Corn is slower to emerge and eventually the seed can develop diseases from saturated cool soil. Most of the
corn that was planted nearly 2 weeks ago so far it looks okay, and is close to emergence. It seems likely some
fields will suffer from poor/uneven emergence.
• Nitrogen loss from denitrification or leaching is increased by prolonged saturation and tile flow. The cool weather
actually helps slow the nitrogen loss, but we are still concerned about it with all this wet weather.
• Pre-emergence herbicides, in many cases has already been applied. The heavy rain can make these less
effective.

It will be at least another week before planters will be back in the fields. The extended forecasts look promising for
that. Generally corn will not suffer yield loss from late planting until after mid-May so there is time. Soybeans can
be planted in June without suffering yield.

Chad Husman

Crop Update Archives – Please click on the links below to view the 2016 pdf’s or click the green button for our
Northwest Archives page

Northwest Crop Conditions Archives

4-18-16

4-4-16
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